
  

 

 

                                                                                                                         

                                                                         

 
             

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    ENJOYING NATURE IN HURON - BRUCE                               

Inside this Issue:  

LIKE TO JOIN US? 

HURON FRINGE FIELD NATURAL-

ISTS MEETS THE 4TH TUESDAY OF  

FEB., MAR., APR., MAY & JUNE, 

AND SEPT., OCT., & NOV., AT 

PINE RIVER UNITED CHURCH, 

HWY 21** . MEMBERSHIP IS 

NOMINAL.  

(EXECUTIVE CONTACT NUMBERS 

& MORE INFO INSIDE.)  

**except April, Annual Dinner  

at another venue.  

 

 

WEõRE ON THE WEB! Visit us at : http://hffn.huronstewardship.ca/   (Groups) ENJOY FRINGE NOTES IN COLOUR! 

   TITLE PHOTO CREDITS: Weathered board, Cyprus Lake Park, Pepper; Mallard at Mermaid Cove, Bob Simpson  

UPCOMING EVENTS ñ PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

                                                          Full details inside .  

                      MEETINGS:                                         OUTINGS: 
 

SEPTEMBER 26th:  Damien Mullin, Turtle talk        October 3rd/4th : Harrison Park  

October   24th : Dr. Janice Gilbert (see p. 18)     Late October : Annual shoreline  

November 28th : To Be Announced. Watch        Birding Walk and Meal  

your email, or call for information.  

 

~~ Since 1985  ~~  

Summer into 

fall, 2017...  

WALKS,  

MEETINGS &  

POTLUCKS  

~~~~~~~~~~~  
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  LOOK 

 INSIDE!  

PRESIDENTõS COMMENTS:ééé....1 -  2 

CONTACTééééééééééé.é..2 

PAST MEETINGSéééééééé..2 -  4 

PAST OUTINGSé..ééééééé.4 - 15 

NABA BUTTERFLY COUNTééééé..13 

MEMBERSõ PAGEéééééé.... éé16 

MEMBERSHIP FORMééééé...éé17 

UPCOMING MEETINGSééé..é.. é18 

UPCOMING OUTINGSéééééé...19 

NOTES OF INTERESTéééééééé.20 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Huron -Naturalists/1654123064825494  

From our PRESIDENT, 

Gina Dalkin-Davis 

      
 
Greetings,   
 

As we near the 

end of August, its timely to reflect back on the spring/summer  

activities before turning our gaze to the fast -approaching autumn.  

Once again, the Annual Bruce Peninsula Explorer event was hugely successful.  

The trip took place, as always, during the week right after the May Victoria Day 

weekend.  Our delightful Donna Murray, aided by Dad Steve, organized and kept 

everything in line while ensuring that all participants enjoyed this annual  

undertaking.  

      The Annual Spring Welcome walk was held in May this year. Our members 

enjoyed a woodland walk followed by a tour of the pretty village of Bayfield, led 

by Tom Lobb and Bob Simpson.  

       In June, Kerry Jarvis of Southampton gave a presentation on Our Marvelous 

Monarch Butterflies.   Imagine the challenge a Monarch faces making the journey 

in late September from Canada to  the mountains of Mexico. The timing of the 

Monarchs arriving in Mexico coincides with, òLos Dias de  

Muertosó (Day of the Dead). I have butterfly weed in my garden to help 

provide nourishment for these intrepid travellers.  
 

ôBy all these lovely tokens 
September days are here,  
With summerõs best of 

weather  
And autumnõs best of cheer.õ 

- September ,  

Helen Hunt Jackson, 1830 -
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H.F.F.N. EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

AND CONTACT NUMBERS: 
 

President:          

            Gina D. Davis 519 -440-0403   

Past President :   

             Marion Fink           395 -3701  

Vice -President :          

                                     VACANCY  

Secretary:        

             Jackie Clements  396 -3655  

Treasurer :       

             Onno Visser           395 -3173 

Memberships:  

             Barb Simpson        396 -5486 

Outings:    

             Tom Lobb              482 -3342  

                             (1 Open position)  

Speakers:    

              Bob Simpson       396-5486 

Newsletter Editor :     

              Jeni Pepper          395 -5616  

Members -at -Large :  

               Joy Munn            395 -3570 

Social Convenor :  

              Linda Campbell  396 -5144 

Ontario Nature (FON) Rep:  

              Tom Lobb             482 -3342  

Website Administrator:  

               Steve Pepper      395 -5616 

Communications :                                           

              Christine Roberts 395 -5008  

Publicity:          

              Christine Roberts 395 -5008       
~~~~~~~~ 

 

>>Our Club Executive << 
is always ready to welcome 
new members with fresh 
thoughts and ideas! We meet 
three times a year over lunch, 
and new Executive members 
are given any help they may 
need for whatever assistance 
they may wish to give.      << 

PLEASE NOTE: 

IF YOUR ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER OR 

EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES,  

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EXECUTIVE. 

OUR CONTACT DETAILS ARE BELOW. 

Presidentõs commentsé.  
Speaking of butterflies, the 2017 MacGregor Point NABA  

butterfly count was held on Saturday, July 8 th,  conducted by 

Kathleen H. Chayer. Count results in this issue.  

Not to be overlooked is the plight of our honey bees. Guy 

Anderson, a member of the Ontario Beekeepers Association and owner of 

Anderkin Foods and Hive ôN Hoe Country Store gave a sobering  

presentation on the challenges facing beekeepers as they build up,  

maintain and protect their colonies.  This once thriving industry is facing a 

myriad of threats to the survival of bees.   

   The month of August offered some exciting outings.  A birding outing at 

the West Perth Wetlands, in Mitchell, and the next day the Annual Turtle 

Hatchling Release was scheduled at the Morrison Dam in Exeter. **  

     Our annual September event, the Corn Roast, was held at the Johnston/

Zinn estate on the 9 th . Also on the dayõs agenda, members met Anne-

Marie Benedict and Bob Taylor just north of Tiverton to caravan to  

Southampton to tour Butterfly Gardens of Saugeen Shores to help tag a few 

Monarchs with Kerry Jarvis.  

Huron Fringe Field Naturalists members welcome all who are interested in 

the natural world around us. Why not consider becoming a member? In 

addition to our outings, we hold monthly meetings the 4 th Tuesday of each 

month at the Pine River United Church, Concession 4 and Hwy 21, Huron 

Township.  Coffee, Snacks and Interesting Topics. Weõd love to see you. 

                                                                                              ~   Gina D. Davis  
** These outings have not as yet been reported. ~   Ed.  
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HFFN May 2017 meeting.  

   Spring blossoms and a warm, 

sunny day put the Huron Fringe Field 

Naturalists in the mood to learn 

about bees during their May 16th 

meeting.  

Speaker Co -ordinator, Bob Simpson, 

introduced Guy Anderson of the 

Lazy J Honey Ranch and Hive ôN 

Hoe Country Store.  

    What began as a hobby over 26 

years ago has developed into an 

award -winning beekeeping  

operation that is one of the top 10 

largest in Ontario, managing 1500 colonies in South Bruce with hives on 66 

area farms from Kingsbridge to Southampton.  Honey and related products 

are sold at their own outlet, Hive ôN Hoe Country Store, in Kincardine, and 

distributed to over 25 other stores. In addition, beeswax is sold to LUSH, a 

cosmetics producer, and honey in bulk goes to eastern Canada, China 

and the United States.  

Anderson unpacked his bee keeping tool kit with a sample hive box  

explaining the inner workings, its various parts, their function and how  

materials have changed over the years. For example, the frames that 

hang inside the box are now made of plastic for strength, durability and 

cost efficiency. He passed around samples of frames, bees wax, pollen 

balls and small containers used to transport queen bees commercially and 

demonstrated a smoker and hive scraper.  

Throughout his talk, Guy entertained his audience with astonishing facts 

and anecdotes gathered over the course of his career as an apiarist. We 

learned about the life cycles of worker bees and drones, the environ-

mental triggers that cause queen bees to be created or hives to swarm,  

Apiarist Guy Anderson demonstrates some of 

the tools of the beekeeperõs trade. 
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How new queens are introduced to a  

population and how bees pass the winter 

months. HFFN members were amazed to 

learn that queen bees can lay up to 2,000 

eggs per day.  

A member of the Ontario Beekeepers Association, 

the Lazy J Honey Ranch works closely with research-

ers at the University of Guelph in areas of breeding 

and treatment and control of detrimental pests and 

diseases.  

At this point Guy introduced some of the many chal-

lenges faced by beekeepers which include the dis-

ease Foul Brood, an infection of the brood chamber which results in the hive having to be destroyed. Mites are 

another serious problem as they prey on the bees and can introduce a deadly virus.  

Neonicotinoids are a class of pesticide applied as a coating to seeds. During the mechanized planting process 

some of the coating may become airborne. When consumed by bees, they act as a neurological blocker 

which can change bee behaviours such as navigational skills and ability to communicate location of food 

sources. Exposure to this poison can also change the composition of the larval food causing bees to have 

shorter life spans. Although the term Neonicotinoid  is familiar to most, Guyõs explanation of the process and its 

impact on pollinators gave the audience a much better understanding of the problem.  

    In 2013, Anderson lost 62% of his bees with 785 hives lost at a cost of over $300,000. This year his operation  

experienced an 18% die -off, which he attributes in part to improvements in the seed coating and a wet spring. 

Sympathetic to the plight of farmers trying to maximize yield, he acknowledged the difficulties in lobbying  

governments to change agricultural policies.  

     Throughout his seminar Guy fielded questions from members and was ultimately rescued by Donna Murray 

who thanked him for an engaging and informative presentation .                                   ~  Christine Roberts 
 

Huron Fringe Field Naturalists  

Learn About Monarch Butterflies:  
 

     The Huron Fringe Field Naturalists 

concluded their 2017 winter/spring 

speaker series June 27th with an engag-

ing presentation on Monarch butterflies featuring the 

b e a u t i f u l  p h o t o g r a p h y  o f  K e r r y  J a r v i s  o f  

Southampton. Jarv is is  a  photographer ,  

naturalist, author, presenter and avid gardener 

w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p a s s i o n  f o r  M o n a r c h s .  

Kerry began his presentation highlighting the difficult 

plight of this easily recognized butterfly through  

habitat loss due to deforestation and lack of  

milkweed plants resulting from agricultural and  

residential chemical use . Severe and unseasonal weather changes can also impact migration success. The 

serious decline of the Monarch Butterfly caused it to be named a Species of Special Concern in Canada in 

2015. On the plus side however, milkweed, the only plant on which it lays its eggs, was de -listed from the  

Ontario Noxious Weed Act in 2014. Jarvis followed this good news with an interesting history of milkweed as an 

herbal remedy in the 1800s and an ingenious substitute for silk in wartime in the 20 th  century.  

    The butterflyõs complete life cycle including mating, reproduction and metamorphosis from egg, caterpillar 

(larva), pupa (chrysalis) to butterfly was clearly explained and superbly photographically illustrated.  

HFFN members were shocked by the exceedingly poor survival rate of the larval stage (less than 1%) and were 

entranced by the example of caterpillars reared in a tub which Jarvis passed around. While most people know 

that several generations of Monarchs will live and die during the course of a summer, it was surprising to learn 

that the generation that migrates south can live for up to nine months.  

     Before describing the migratory experience, Jarvis introduced butterfly tagging in which a small circle  

bearing a unique code is affixed to a hind wing , a website and email address allowing researchers to track 

the butterflies. In 2015, a Monarch tagged in Southampton was found in Mexico. Tagging takes place in the  

Southampton area in late summer or early fall as the final generation of adults prepare to journey south to the    

JOA
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wintering grounds.  

The majority of Monarch butterflies overwinter in forested mountainous areas of Mexico 

on Oyamel Fir trees. A travel highlight for Kerry was a trip to Michoacan, Mexico, to  

explore winter roosting sites. His photo of the mountainous area clearly showed the  

devastating extent of deforestation with only a handful of small forest patches remaining.  

Alarmed by the decline in Monarch populations, in 2014 Kerry Jarvis, Melitta Smole and Stew Nutt  formed the 

community group Butterfly Gardens of Saugeen Shores . Their goal is to support butterflies and pollinators by 

changing public attitudes toward gardening with native 

plants and providing butterfly habitat. Gardens, called 

Pods, are spread along the Lake Huron shoreline in  

MacGregor Point Provincial Park, several locations in 

Southampton, the Saugeen Rail Trail and the Saugeen 

First Nation. Each garden is equipped with an identifying 

sign and is proudly tended by Pod Squad Ambassadors. 

For more information on Butterfly Gardens of Saugeen 

Shores and a list of ideal native plants for butterfly  

gardens, visit www.butterflygardensofss.ca  . 

At the end of his presentation Jarvis gave away three 

milkweed plants and offered cecropia moth eggs to inter-

ested audience members.  

HFFN members asked questions throughout and  
appreciated the opportunity to learn about the life, the 
challenges and the opportunities to support this beautiful 
winged migrant.                                           ~ Christine Roberts 
                                                                

            Past Outings:  

Bayfield spring welcome walk  
 

ôFor Mothers and Othersõ, May 17th:   
 

   Tom Lobb and Bob Simpson 

hosted this outing for about sixteen 

people in lovely Bayfield.  

Tom and his sister Eleanor were waiting at the 

start of the Sawmill Trail for a pleasant meander 

through the woods, which was followed by a 

good lunch at the Renegade Diner & Gift Shop 

on Hwy 21 near the turnoff for Bayfield Village.   

      After lunch, Tom and Eleanor guided us 

around, while Bob and Barb took the others to 

the Woodland Trail, but while we were at the 

Porter Hill Seed Co., Bob called: they had got to 

the Woodland trail, but it had signs up, ôClosed ð 

hunting.õ! So we waited, and he and Barb and 

Gord Brocklebank, who was riding with them,  

Kerry Jarvis with Pod Squad Ambassadors and HFFN  

members Bob Taylor and Anne -Marie Benedict display  

the Butterfly Gardens of Saugeen Shores banner.  

 
 

      
 

 
These will now be included in each issue for your    

           convenience. Fill out, add your dues, and mail   
                    or hand in to join or renew. Done!   

 

(This issue: pg.  XXXXX      )    

Eleanor, Tom, Gord, Barb, Jeni and Steve; photo: Bob Simpson  

ENJOYING THE VIEW FROM PIONEER PARK 

Roberts Photo  

http://www.butterflygardensofss.ca
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PAST OUTINGS...  

(Spring Welcome Walk, Continuedé)    

came back to us, and we all had about half an hour or forty enjoyable minutes in the Porterõs garden and 

store. The store owner is very knowledgeable about his products. They have nesting Orioles there every year! 

Four pairs last year. The many different and innovative feeders outside were great to look at, and to watch 

the birds feeding on. In fact we spent almost as long outside on the patio.  

    Leaving there, we drove through the village to the little park (Pioneer Park) that overlooks the beaché.. 

and went down the lonnnngggg flight of steps. From there to the Marina, for a slow driving tour; saw a large 

martin house with occupants (a cheeky Starling living in the Penthouse, preening and peering down with a 

ônyaaah-nyaaah!õ at the martins in their humbler apartments belowé.) From there, we went  quite a way to 

see Windmill Lake Wake and Eco Parkéit was closed until Victoria Day weekend!  

     Then home, all tired and happy, and ready for supper!   ~ Jeni  J  
 

 Tom and Donna listed the following:   
     Flora that we saw included Blue Cohosh, Early Meadow -rue, Wood Anemone, Toothwort, Bloodroot, Wild 

Geranium, Dame's Rocket, Jack -in-the -pulpit, Trout -lily, Columbine, Common Blue Violet, Dog Violet,  

Sycamore, Gooseberry, Currant, Ninebark, Honeysuckle, Winter Cress, Virgin's Bower, Virginia Creeper,  

Morning Glory Vine, Wild Cucumber, Wild Coffee, Wild Ginger, Marsh Marigold, Ostrich Fern, Common  

Morel, Coltsfoot (Dandelion lookalike), Wood Violet, Tiger Lily.  

Fauna we saw or heard included Wild Turkey, Baltimore Oriole, Rose -breasted Grosbeak, Mourning War-

bler, Common Yellowthroat, Song Sparrow, Mallard, Canada Goose, Great -crested Flycatcher, House Wren, 

Blue Jay, Goldfinch, Red -winged Blackbird, and American Robin. The work of Beavers was noted.  

Butterflies included Red Admiral, Common Sulphur, Tiger Swallowtail, American Lady, and a Skipper spe-

cies. Waiting for Tom at home was a Monarch.  

 

SIGNS OF SPRING were everywhere.  

This sizeable eggshell was found and  

tentatively identified as a Mallard 

egg. Mallard ducks were also seen on 

the river.  

This rarely-seen Common Morel was 

pounced on. Barb Simpson displayed it for 

posterity.  

THANKS TO BOB SIMPSON FOR THESE 2 VIEWS BELOW: 

It was good to get back on the Sawmill Trail after a 

few yearsõ interlude. Lots to see, including some 

poisonous Giant Hogweed looking very healthy!  

BELOW: ôHard tooth workõ, Donna Murray. 

Sawmill sights; Murray Jamieson photo.                

SEE NEXT PAGE :    

BELOW: SYCAMORE, 

DONNA MURRAY  
CANADAS WITH 9 GOSLINGS ON THE MAITLAND, DONNA MURRAY 
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Bayfield spring welcome walké..        

SEE NEXT PAGE :    

Jack -in-the  Pulpit 

in all its glory -  

B. SImpson  

HFFN Annual Bruce Peninsula Explorer: May 23rd - 27th 
 

     Nineteen adventurers met at Kincardine Sobeyõs to form a convoy up 

the Peninsula. First stop was not too far, the Beiner Trail system near Port 

Elgin. A pleasant easy walk and lots of interesting things to photograph!  

 Your Editor liked this pretty bridge; Bob Simpson ôcaughtõ this frog.  

Our second stop was also a lunch stop, at Sauble Falls where due to the heavy Spring rains, the river was in 

full spate and a lovely sight to see. A misty rain was falling but did not dampen spirits. As we enjoyed our 

lunch, a Great Blue Heron flew 

across the river nearby; it 

landed in an evergreen across 

the river so that it could barely 

be seen. However, Bob man-

aged to get a great picture 

with his magic camera and 

keen eye!  

Black Creek Provincial Park, 

North Bruce Peninsula  was our 

third stop. We left our vehicles 

and after a short walk 

stepped onto a wide, quite 

deserted beach. Walking a 

little distance we found a trail 

entranceé.. 

      After exploring 

what the trail had 

to offer ,  we 

emerged onto the 

beach in time to 

see an eerie mist 

creeping from the 

w a t e r , 

w h i c h 

c e r -

t a i n l y 

m a d e 

an interesting and rather charming walk back to our 

vehicles.  

We then took a road along the shoreline and were  

delighted to spot waterfowl in a small area  
  

These photos from Jeniõs camera...Heron by Bob!  
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Bruce Peninsula Exploreré. 
 

of beach with shrubs and grasses on it:  

         There in the mist, along with this Egret was a Canada Goose  

family with a great many goslingsé.fourteen count!  

         Our sights then set on the long haul down Highway 6, we 

arrived in Tobermory with time to settle into our accommodations 

and relax for a time before heading over to the Princess Hotel for  

supper. About ten minutes to nine, some lucky die -hards, who 

had walked out onto the floating boardwalk and along 

to the deck at the far end, were rewarded by the  

welcome sight of one of Tobermoryõs beavers heading 

out from the harbour to wherever he or she lives.  

é.and on a rather interesting note: two  

people wearing FitBits reported our dayõs 

meander in steps: somewhere between 

15,000 and 16,000!                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                              

 

Day Two: Wednesday, May 24th  

      Up and at ôem was the watchword. After a good communal breakfast we made our way down Hwy 6 

and managed to find the Bruce Nature Reserve (Catherine Wishart Alvar). The morning was pleasant, and 

great for a gentle woodsy walk. Flora at the Wishart Tract tends to adjust to seasonal weather, so itõs usually a 

wait -and -see situation depending on whether the current season has been wet, dry or somewhere between.  

We stopped often to comment on Lakeside Daisies, Gaywings, Dwarf Lake Iris, Wild Columbine, mosses,  

lichens and ferns;  this was also the first encounter in the area of a Massassauga Rattlesnake, which Donna  

discovered a couple of feet from the boardwalk. Being strung out in a single line on the boardwalk, some 

members wondered what the holdup was, but soon found out as word filtered back. A handsome  Common 

Garter Snake also posed for photographs on our way back along the same path.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lakeside Daisies, Ribbon Snake, 

Massassauga Rattlesnake, and 

Leopard Frog, photos by B. Simpson; 

Lake Iris, J. Pepper  


